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Saber-Rattlis

R Tk e
- Praident“Cart;r’s sabér-rattling<‘in
the Middle East has sent a2 shudder

e

through the Pentagon. The brass hats
know better than anyone else what a -

disaster would  resuit- if the Soviets

“called Carter’s bluff on pmtec’don of the

Permn Gulf.

. Thelmrkmnhhthatourarmedfor-

caareszmplynotready!orcombat,de
spite the billions that have - been
lavished on the defense establishment.

. According to classified Pentagon ‘re-

pom only one-third to onehaif.of. our
armed forces would be ready to-fight at

_ any given moment. Only. 13 percent. of

some of our most sophisticated: fighter

'planep\a;emastateofcombatmdx-

fdrmorethanafewdaysbwauseof
maintenance problems and munitions

. and spare pam shomges,:one report
. warns.

Though 'the Pentagon has been study—

 ing the problem for several years, there

has been little sign of improvement. The
NATO exercises last fall showed that

.our troops were no more prepared for -
. combat than they were three years ear-

lier; sources -told my assocxate Peter
Grant. '

- The reason for our shockmg state of

ess, insiders say, is the obses-
sion of Pentagon planners and defense

X

;Bothers the Brass Hais :f |

' phasizesslmphmy relxabxlxtyandmml— '

mum- cost,” a secret Defense Intelli

gence Agency analysis says. As a result,

“the Warsaw pact air forces are main- ~ tion with gimmickry is that weapons |

tamedatahxghstateofmatemlmdx— )

neminpacenme. R

Whats worse is that"high pggor- b
R theWrightBrotbers airplane was 2 orje-

. tiveness in combat. As one congressional
. eritic pointed out, the Pentagon spent

- hundreds of millions of dollars to de-
velop a fighter plane that can ﬂy 2% -

* times the speed of sound.

wo e

“But there are only a few l:tma you -
would need to go that fast in a combat -

situation,” he said. “You've used all your-

fuel to get there. Theres nothmg to do

butgohome.”
- A recent classitied General Aecoum—

ing Office ' intérnal analysis- concludes -
that “physical size and numbers of op-

posing aircraft dominate the outcome of

-air battles, not the sophistication of air-

borne radars and missiles ... . The al-

most religious faith that technical per- .

formance' and complexity can be
equated to military- usefulness is not
based on any supportable evidence.”

"For “example, simulated battles con-

ducted by the Air Force demonstrated.. _
that our fanciest fighters; the F158 and “~

F1és, frequently lost out in encounters

with the relatively bare-hones F5s. The -
F5 pilots were able to neutralize the

super-sophisticated planes’ eostly equip-

7+ ment with simple devices. -

“The "expensive military toys are fa-

- vored by Pentagon bureaucrats and de- -
" fense’ contractors, who “totally domi- -

- pate’ the-
#3>- /GAO adds. The reason seems to be that -
“:*it is easier to-define and measure” per-

ent] process,” the

: tormance tban eﬂecuveness. tne report

:, page work statement,” the GAO.analysis
motes. “Just a contract proposal n(iw“’is

" P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass) enjoyed dae
.- office the other:day whenhe gbL.:o

‘Child Abuse.- -

‘used to running on his looks, and ‘thén.

0 to the movies much. But if Loren

)u.. Y

The result or our brasthats’ fascma-

sometimes take as long as 20 years to.get

from the drawing board to the-

line. The paperwork is staggering, .~ *~
-“The contract and specxﬁcahons“f'or

often 15,000 to 20,000 pag
‘Late Show—House peaker Thomas

of the more pleasant perks of his high

meet Sophia .Loren at’ the - Wiijte
House. - The -Italian - actress.. was
representing the National AllianceTor
the Prevention and Treatment ot

O'Neill complimented I’.oren om
beauty, -and the movie star. fo
something g(jmte 1o say’ abouL.tBe
rumpled, white-maned congre&qfan.
The speaker confessed that he wasa't

admitted apologetically that he d:dg

was in “The Bridge on the’ B.u;:-
Kwai,” he said, he had seen her."
Ready? . ... Too-Late'—When: Yie
the Defense Intelligence Age
- orce’s _intelligencs

paintsa dxfterent plcture of the Soyiet |
threat. n%wion sources sa %
Force is

Air the most alarm ,-»a
m%e
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